
Born in Yugoslavia, Nikola Tesla landed in New York in 1884 at the age of 28, one of thousands of 
immigrants to come from Europe to the United States that year. He arrived with four pennies in his 
pocket — and his mind bursting with brilliant ideas which would stun the scientific community, 
introduce humanity to the true potential of energy, and light up the world.

In comparison to his contemporary, Thomas Edison, Nikola Tesla’s name is not well known. Yet it 
should be, for without his scientific breakthroughs [the theories] and inventions, our modern world 
would be very much different than it is. We would have Edison's light bulb [the applications], but 
only people living within a mile or two of a power station would be able to use it. For it was Tesla’s 
development of alternating current generators, transformers, and motors that overcame the immense 
limitations of Edison’s direct current systems and made the long-distance transmission of electricity 
practical. It was truly Tesla’s genius which lit up the world — not just homes of the wealthy. Nor 
was Tesla’s genius limited to just this one accomplishment, as staggering as it was. He invented the 
Tesla coil, which is still used widely today in radio and television sets and other electronic devices. 
He pioneered the use of remote control. He produced better turbines than anyone else. He created 
artificial lightning. He harnessed the electrical potential of Niagara Falls — a stupendous feat at the 
time.

In 1900, twenty years before the first commercial radio broadcast, he attempted to construct a 
mammoth tower on Long Island to broadcast not only radio and television waves, but also other 
electromagnetic energies. It was a grand scheme which would have revolutionised the shape of 
modern life even more than his other projects — but it fell through when financial support was 
withdrawn.

At the height of his success, Tesla maintained an elaborate laboratory in New York. From time to 
time, he opened the doors of the lab to the public and gave demonstrations about the nature of 
electricity and the new developments he was working on. The demonstrations were often quite 
spectacular, with Tesla calmy sending electric current through his body to light up an incandescent 
tube he was holding in his hand. The lab itself contained many innovations which were 
commercially exploited. None of his lights or motors, for example, were connected to the power 
source by wires. Instead, a single loop ran around the four walls, near the ceiling. This loop was 
continuously electrified, and from it all of Tesla’s lamps and motors somehow drew their power.

As impressive as Tesla’s inventions and innovations, however, are the breakthroughs he made in the 
scientific understanding of the principles of electricity. More than anyone else before him or since, 
Tesla comprehended electricity. He knew how it behaved and what could be expected of it, not just 
from observing electrical phenomena, but also from directly perceiving, intuitively, the archetypal 
patterns of electricity.

It was this understanding of the nature of electricity which allowed Tesla to recognise the value of 
alternating current and how to make it practical — at a time when other scientists had pronounced it 
nothing more than a scientific curiosity, with no usable merit. It was likewise this profound 
understanding and insight which drove Tesla to conduct a series of experiments in Colorado 
Springs, where he proved the existence of terrestrial stationary waves — proved that the earth’s 
atmosphere is electrically charged and can carry electromagnetic waves from any given point to any 
other point on the Earth’s surface. He considered this discovery the most important of his career, 
and put it to a practical test, broadcasting electricity through the air without wires and lightning 
lamps twenty-five miles away with it. Even scientists of today do not understand fully the 
significance of these particular discoveries.

Sadly, many of Tesla’s best ideas never went beyond the experimental stage. A world occupied with 



its mundane concerns could not appreciate the treasures of Tesla’s transcendental thinking while he 
was alive, and did not adequately support his work financially. Indeed, late in life, Tesla had hardly 
any funds to finance his scientific investigations. Yet he kept pursuing new understandings, even 
though the majority of his insights could not be applied.

One of his most spectacular ideas, though, did gain a certain amount of attention. He developed a 
“death ray” which was capable of sending destruction through the air up to distances of 250 miles. 
Recognising the deadly potential of such a device, however, and the inability of modern 
governments to use it WISELY, he kept the principles behind it a secret.

Tesla also experimented extensively with the principles of RESONANCE, which is the capacity of 
the energies of one physical object to vibrate in step with the vibratory patterns of another object or 
force. He comprehended these principles well enough to be able to create an artificial earthquake 
with a tiny machine, and claimed he had the knowledge to split the Earth like an apple. Today, many 
scientists are trying to rediscover, in their work, the principles of resonance which Tesla explored in 
his — but did not receive the support to develop.

In fact, a great mystique has been generated in certain circles about this man and his discoveries. 
Russian scientists reportedly are trying to duplicate his “death ray”. It is darkly rumoured that recent 
changes in weather patterns are the result of Soviet experiments with the principles pioneered by 
Tesla. American scientists and inventors, too, have taken the body of work left behind by Tesla at 
his death on January 7th 1943, and tried to explore its implication. Yet few are able to reproduce his 
thinking and understanding of scientific principles.

That is a point worth musing on. In the long run, it is not the inventions and the breakthroughs 
which should be considered Tesla’s greatest contributions to mankind, as spectacular and as 
important as they were. Far more important was the style he set for scientific thinking and discovery 
— the way his mind worked. For Tesla truly was an example of enlightened genius and set a level 
of brilliance that should be the model to which all scientists, geniuses, and intelligent people strive.

To Tesla, thinking was a process which bridged the objective, physical world with several subtle 
realms, where ideas and concepts exist almost like fish in an ocean, waiting to be caught by the 
inquiring human mind. He was not satisfied with speculating about ideas and theories; he pushed 
beyond speculation and learned to deal with ideas and thoughts in their own realm, where they can 
be fully perceived.

In other words, Tesla used the mind to link Heaven with Earth. He is certainly not the first person 
ever to do this, but most other geniuses who do learn to bring Heaven to Earth do its in religious, 
philosophical, or creative ways. While their contributions are valuable, they are almost always 
couched in vague words, and intangible feelings about love, light, and beauty. Tesla, by contrast, 
focused the ideas of the mind toward scientific discovery. He translated his ideas not into vague 
precepts and lovely thoughts, but into turbines, lightning systems, broadcasting towers, and 
electrical machinery. In his hands, the light of Heaven literally became light on Earth.

In the process, Tesla lifted the scientific method to new heights. It might be said he embodied the 
true spirit of science better than anyone else ever has. He set an example of what the 
ENLIGHTENED scientist ought to be.

One of the key ingredients of his style of working, for example, was his marvellous curiosity. He 
sought to comprehend all of life. He did not impose pet theories or preconceived expectations upon 
his thinking, as so many modern scientists do. He carefully trained his mind to be objective and 
clear-sighted, then let Nature and the laws of physics speak for themselves. Frequently, his curiosity 



led him into intense periods of concentration, in which his thinking seemed to penetrate ideas and 
principles themselves, tapping a level of inspiration behind both the ideas and the observable 
phenomena associated with them.

Another important element in Tesla’s approach to science was his fearless attitude about shattering 
scientific tradition. He was neither a radical nor a rebel, but he did not hesitate to press beyond the 
current limits of scientific understanding and perspective. He knew that life itself is not limited by 
science’s restricted conceptions of it, and did not fear the smallmindness of scientists who do seek 
to put LIMITS on life. During his experiments in Colorado, for example, Tesla detected signals he 
thought came from other planets. Most scientists would be afraid to report such an observation, for 
fear of being ridiculed by their colleagues. Tesla, however, reported it . Predictably, the news was 
met with scorn in numerous “scientific” journals, thus cutting off further investigation.

Undoubtedly, such opposition from traditionalists must have upset Tesla to a degree. But unlike 
many innovators who get bogged down in attacking the people who resist their new developments, 
Tesla was too intelligent to waste much time answering his adversaries and critics. For the most 
part, he just ignored them. As a result, his scientific zeal and mental focus was not blunted by 
hostility and defensiveness — a point that many innovators in all fields of endeavour should take to 
heart.

The most significant feature of Tesla’s style of working, though, was his use of the mind. He 
worked extremely hard to develop and train it, and applied it prodigiously. He sacrificed many of 
the usual enjoyments of life, including emotional relationships, in order to keep his mind clear and 
precisely functioning. And what a mind it was! Triggered by a finite set of observations and 
questions, and armed with his intense concentration and dedication, Tesla could soar into a complex 
set of thoughts and abstractions which laid bare the secrets of Nature to him. In effect, his own mind 
became his true experimental laboratory, in which he could test his ideas and investigations far 
more perfectly than in any physical laboratory. In his mind, he could examine universal law, and 
apply it to practical problems. In his mind, he could consider the interaction between physical 
phenomena and the phenomena and forces of the other dimensions of life. Most people believe the 
mind is subjective and unreliable. Tesla, however, proved that the mind is the one true objective 
laboratory for scientific investigation.

As stunning as it may seem, Tesla actually created and built prototypes of his inventions in his 
mind. He generated not only good ideas, but also working models of them. He could switch on 
these models, let them run for a month or two, then tear them down and inspect them for wear — all 
in his mind! When he then built a physical duplicate of the mental machine, it would work perfectly 
the first time he turned it on. No scientist has even been able to work that well in a physical 
laboratory.

It might be said that Tesla was a scientific transcendentalist, but it may be more nearly correct to 
label him a transcendental scientist. He transcended not only the scientific thought of his day, but 
also transcended the material world and learned to investigate all aspects of life associated with any 
set of phenomena. Beyond a doubt, this capacity to rise up above the level of the obvious was his 
greatest contribution of all — if only we open our eyes to see it for what it is.

I am shamelessly fond of the way that Nikola Tesla worked. I believe it to be an outstanding 
example which can help every intelligent person who seeks to extend his understanding of himself, 
his work, and life in general. To my way of thinking, Nikola Tesla gave the word “genius” a new 
depth of meaning and potential.

It is for this reason that the interview, which summary follows, is devoted primarily to a discussion 



of the nature of thinking and the training of the mind. Some scientists may be disappointed that 
there is very little technical commentary; they may wonder why Tesla was not asked to provide the 
technological guidance needed to reproduce his death ray, to solve the energy crisis, or to reveal the 
hidden mysteries of physical life. Indeed, some may conclude that because these elements are 
missing, the interview is not genuine.

Suffice it to say that the purpose of this interview, as well as all the other interviews of Spirits, is to 
encourage the intelligent people of the world to develop their OWN minds and their OWN creative 
genius. Each spirit who participated was chosen because of his or her ability to discuss some aspect 
of the development of the human mind or the human inspiration. Moreover, the choice of subject 
matter for each interview was essentially left to the spirits themselves. In other words, in this 
interview, it was Tesla himself who chose the major themes to cover.

For example, he talks extensively about scientific humanism — the need for scientists TO 
CONCERN THEMSELVES WITH THE WELLFARE of civilisation more than with naked 
scientific truth. In this context Tesla explains that many of his inventions — such as the death ray — 
were never fully developed because they would have been harmful to mankind. He mysteriously 
implies that it will do little good to try to reproduce them, as there are obscure but powerful forces 
which will confuse and confound such efforts. His comments seem to indicate the existence of 
benevolent powers who have far more influence on the progress and protection of civilisation than 
most people suspect…

On the other hand, Tesla does indicate it would be useful for scientists to pursue the applications of 
his work which would be more beneficial. Working with the Earth’s magnetic field and 
broadcasting electricity through the Earths atmosphere were two areas he seems to approve as 
fruitful. He also makes some suggestions for solving the energy crisis. But a major point he stresses 
throughout these discussions is that approaching these problems in his style of working is the real 
key to understanding his ideas and principles.

In response to a question, Tesla demonstrates how a knowledge of electricity can also contribute to 
he healing of the physical body. Apparently, the grasp of electricity he attained is virtually 
unbounded. Having penetrated to the very essence of the principles of electricity, he is able to 
recognise the application of those principles to a vast array of electrical phenomena not directly 
related to lights, motors, or machines. He therefore discusses at some length the subtle electrical 
patterns and vibrations that can affect the physical body — favourably and unfavourably . For those 
willing to leap mentally to a level where they can understand them, he presents a number of 
intriguing hints.

Perhaps the most fascinating area of discussion is Tesla’s commentary on the nature of thinking. He 
takes considerable pains to describe the “fifth-dimensional” may be unfamiliar to many, it may be 
useful to describe its usage in this context. A dimension is a potential for movement. In one 
dimension, movement is linear. In two dimensions, movement can occur through a plane. In three 
dimensions, movement can be through the height, width and depth of solids. In four dimensions, the 
movement of “projection” is added. This can be projection through time, as in the growth of a tree, 
or projection through space, as in the intuitive ability to be aware of the feelings and moods of 
another person. In five dimensions, the added movement might be called “simultaneity”. It can be 
seen in the growth of a whole species, or in the fact that a single archetypal idea can have thousands 
of different, simultaneous applications.


