
From “THE TWENTIETH PLANE” & "BIRTH THROUGH DEATH" through the trance 
mediumship of Louis BENJAMIN, reported by Dr Albert Durrant Watson

" There is, in the earth plane, another plane or nation. This plane is
one of great men, a country to which they come when they attain
certain vision. When great men come to this plane, they know no country,
nationality or creed; they belong to the democracy of the universal".
— Alfred Tennyson.

On May 20th 1918, Henry Ward Beecher spoke through the Instrument in trance. There being no  
stenographer present, I am compelled to give the merest outline of his discourse:

" Sacred friends of mine: Again after the lapse of years, my voice is heard on the earth plane. I 
always considered, as the minister of a flock, that my highest duty was to teach. So tonight I shall 
endeavour to teach a lesson you can grasp.

" Living here on this plane, we are bathed in beauty. The divine sings to us in voice and expression 
as the gale sings over the hills and oceans of your plane.

" I, speaking through this humble instrument, am as humble as he.

" The church on your plane stands condemned in the eyes of the Twentieth Plane, which sought to 
build itself with religion as its basis. And yet I would be a reformer from within.

" Your ministers are the most unpractical and the least impressionable of all men. Instead of giving 
their own experience, they repeat phonographic records of old sermons.

" The absence of originality is a virus in the church".

After commending by name a well-known minister as an example of spiritual power and originality,  
Beecher proceeded:

" Study analytically, for example, the lessons taught to your children in Sunday School.

" Consider the money spent in building palatial churches and the impoverishment of those who pay 
it.

" Think of the poor in their unsanitary surroundings. Show gentle souls in the church the picture of 
the half-starved around them while they are in luxury.

" Tell the mothers they are the schools to which their children go.

" Put the palm of your right hand on the brow of the little child. We do this on this plane. Some of 
our strength becomes theirs.

" In the coming reconstruction, the people will become the owners of their own rights.



" When this hell on the earth plane is over, from the great megaphone of time, great voices will call 
asking, Has the church not been a failure?

" The absence of true religion in the church brought on this fearful war.

" In the state, too often, pigmies, men as low as swine are dealing in red tape and graft. Thus in my 
own day Johnson, the brute who refused to pardon Mrs. Suratt, was too intoxicated to know what 
the daughter was saying when she was pleading on her knees for the life of her innocent mother. 
This was the sort of men who were in charge of the reconstruction in that day".

Without consenting to any sweeping denunciations, I still feel that there is much to be learned from 
Beecher's message. In penible faith and prayer reaching out to find its child relation to the All  
Father; in the selfless life of wisdom, love and service, these people of the Twentieth Plane follow  
Him whom they call the Master of Masters. The Twentieth Plane is the home of great thinkers and  
lovers who are not interested in the old garments of religion, but in truth and life — which are its  
very fibre.

This record, however interesting or helpful it may be up to this point, would be incomplete were I to  
conclude with these reports only. If at this juncture I explain the further reports, I trust it will be  
regarded more as a confession than an apology. Because of the peculiar reverence based on the  
unique nature and character of the Founder of Christianity, when messages were received which,  
we were told, were sent directly from Jesus, I, at the first determined not to publish His words,  
feeling that it would be regarded as not being in good taste nor even reverent to do so. :

A consideration that influenced me still more was the fear that their publication might be an  
obstacle to the faith of some reader, and thus that they might do more harm than good. I feel  
ashamed of that determination now, not only for the reason which is suggested by the foregoing  
statements, but also because the honest reporter must report such matters, or stand condemned as  
unfaithful to his evangel or whatever it may prove to be. No other passage is omitted for such a  
reason. No matters have been excluded excepting some which were personal and others which have  
been received since the chapters to which they were appropriate were concluded.

When the fourth message was received, and Mother had appealed to me as the record shows on  
page 170 at its close, I said to her:

June 9, 1918 — Mother

Question: — I am doubtful, Mother, as to the wisdom of publishing the words of the Master lest it 
should prevent some from believing who otherwise might accept the authenticity of these 
communications. What would you advise?

Answer: " They will tell you, after thought, next night. Samuel will give you now dedication for the 
book. Shall he? "

Coleridge then dictated, through the Instrument, the Dedication found at the beginning of this  
volume, which, therefore, we need not reproduce here. When he proposed a dedication of the book 
to the heroes of the war, I was delighted, and said it would be necessary to write a paragraph for  
that purpose. He very kindly offered to do it for me and the result is before the reader. He spent a  



little time in the preparation of the paragraph, reporting it on the following evening.

The answer to my question was presented on

June 14, 1918 — Samuel T. Coleridge

" The cosmic music in Jesus' words will sing away sin and doubt. There is in the divine simplicity 
of His uttered words that which is manna to all thirsty souls. By all means use, on the combined 
request of all of us, such data".

Dorothy Wordsworth

"Listen, Dear! You stand for Jesus, and never break the beauty of His spoken words with a screen or 
hidden veil, even though the universe pulverizes to nothing at the daring of your action. Only then 
are you yourself. We know. The contemplation of deep love passion lifts the soul to God. That will 
go in the book. Dear".

After such an appeal, I am not careful about criticism. Let those only who stand between Jesus and  
His words of life to the people beware. Just as the clear thinker will distinguish between real  
religion and its institutions, churches, creeds and sacraments,
so will he separate as far as the east is from the west those who are merely careful for their thought  
about Jesus from those who love Him and obey His word.

After that part of the dialogue referred to on page 110 where Shelley closes with the words, "In the  
name of God, let us be thankful", he paused and began again:

May 12, 1918 — Percy Bysshe Shelley

" I am, as the wage for such supreme faith to give to you a message sent through this plane this 
moment from Jesus:

" Men of the same Father, hear the voice of Him who died that the spirit might be free as the air. 
Your love is like the love of Mary, John and Paul. As the lily is more gorgeous than Solomon's 
temple, ye enter into the spiritual gift of life. I come close to those I love. Now I go, but my 
teaching remains".

[A few silent moments].

Shelley

" You are overcome by His message. So were we all. This is an epoch-making night to all of us. Let 
us be in the cradle where we deserve such benedictions of worthy things, as does a mother's babe 
deserve her love".

It would be difficult to describe the awe and exultation that pervaded our circle. One who was  
present for the first time said: "It was worth living a lifetime to have been present". The air seemed  
to be charged with pulsations of power, a throbbing light, a love unspeakable. Words are impotent. I  
have told all that can be told. Experience alone can understand. If the reader wants to know more,  
he cannot till he listens with love in his heart and obedience in his life to every word the Christ  
would say to him. It is useless to seek further light from outside. Look within.



There were only six persons present on that memorable evening. These went forth with joy-wildered  
hearts, glad that they had lived in such an overwhelming experience.

Many experiences recorded here are too mystical to be accepted by those accustomed to a more  
material view of life. With those who are honest in their insistence on the doctrine of immortality, a  
personal relation with the great Founder of the Christian religion, and a real communion with Him,  
the Twentieth Plane is in close accord. Many, however, who loudly insist on the doctrine of  
immortality are most violently opposed to any least evidence of an actual or definite nature which  
can be adduced in support of that doctrine. Only when found in a library nineteen hundred years  
old, and accredited by some member of a race whom they now despise, do they deign to give it the  
least consideration.

Surely, any word that would illuminate the unseen land to which we are all tending should be  
eagerly investigated with a serene hopefulness that it may prove a joy, a light, and a strong  
assurance of ultimate well-being. Tennyson said:

" We have but faith; we cannot know,
For knowledge is of things we see".

Well, here is a statement purporting to come from those who have seen, and Tennyson is one of  
those who, having seen, reports his unalterable conclusion. Two weeks after we had received the  
message from Jesus, another came, and we have had several, — five in all, one of which was not  
recorded. I shall merely record those of which we are in verbal possession:

May 26, 1918 — Jesus

" Brothers, lovers, all: — If I were permitted to add a line to the Sermon on the Mount, I should add 
this: Be calm. That is the lesson of the planes to all the ages.

" The birds are serene. The ocean subsides to solemn stillness, as it adores its Maker. The winds cry 
not. Night comes on all planes, and soothes the soul to rest. The stars are noiseless. The greatest 
force of all space is often not heard even by ears attuned to hear the language of flowers.

" But the souls of earth plane mortals rattle to destruction. Your souls alone clatter over the rocks of 
unfinished character. Alone do those of earth plane spill blood while monster machines tear the air 
with their roar to an endless chaos.

" Be calm in prayer, in thought, in purpose, in character, and your calmness will be the ship of life 
that shall reach all ports of experience, and then throw out the anchor; safe home at last".

June 2, 1918 — Jesus

" My children, when two or three are gathered in the tent of faith, I enter to minister to them. This 
has been a time when your voices of faith reached with mine in song and prayer to the greater Mind 
of all, our Father.

" I was a human too, and am, as you will be, clothed in robes of white, cleansed to enter the temple 
where one hears God's voice say, 'Welcome to this tabernacle, Ô my children.'

" I go now, but my spirit loves your spirits. Our influences



merge. We will be together always. Good-bye!"

June 9, 1918 — Jesus

" My brothers, I come again as the elder Brother, one living in a home all may enter. The true 
worship of our Father is to be pure, sincere and loving. There is no complexity in the teaching of 
God's school. Truth was born to help the lowly by the pure and simple nature of its love.

" The highest expressions of life I saw on earth were my mother's grief, the other Mary's sorrow at 
my death, and the loyalty of the fishermen, simple souls and disciples who followed me even to the 
end. Thus the greatest was the lowliest.

" Go to the Father, not on bended knee, but straight up, in all the majesty of the wonderful body 
God gave thee. He will rejoice, for He loves the natural, the brave, the true. Supplication in strength 
of physical body is sweeter to Him than reaching Him through lowly attitudes of bodily pain, self-
inflicted.

" All own brothers, sisters, I am but an elder one whose highest purpose is to extend the Christ hand 
to make you your true selves, thus coming to our Father as He desires His children to come.

" I bend before you to sprinkle the water of my love on your brows. Good-bye!"

June 9, 1918 — Mother

" Ô Albert, My Boy, was not that wonderful! Speak to me. I must hear your voice".

— The whole evening was wonderful. Mother.

" When Jesus is here, I am to you very near; but Ô Albert, do for me use all your faith to see that 
this revelation is made of great use".

Here, for the present, the revelation closes. It is unusual, startling, astounding; nevertheless, it is  
printed with the hope that it may be found to co-relate and explain many if not all of the wonderful  
psychical experiences reported in recent months, which demand, for their co-relation, just such a  
revealment.

Question: Since you passed over, have you arrived at any better conception of God the Father than 
Jesus Christ gave us?

Answer: (By Priest Savonarola.) I received from the teachings of Jesus Christ the conception that 
God's heart is one of infinite love and tender compassion. I can conceive of no more glorious 
conception of the Father.

Question: What is the difference between the Twentieth Plane and spiritualism?

Answer: (By Fra Silvestro.) The difference between the Twentieth Plane and spiritualism depends 
absolutely on discrimination. To leave selfishness out of one's questions and not to make them 
personal in the materialistic sense; to believe that the teaching from the Twentieth Plane is a 



revelation and not merely a personal direction or instruction; this constitutes the chief difference 
between the ordinary objectionable practices from which spiritualism is now endeavouring to free 
itself and the communication that flows through from the Twentieth Plane.

Question: If friends on the higher planes are helpful; if so many families need the comfort of their 
word; why does the intelligence communicating as reported on page twenty in The Twentieth  
Plane say it is dangerous to talk to another plane? Is there to be any communication, and if so, 
under what circumstances is it permissible?

Answer: (By Coleridge.) It is not wise, in a haphazard, indiscriminate, curious way to seek 
communication from the physically departed. If it were the wisest thing for communication to be 
common, it would not be the extremely rare thing that it is. Communication between earth plane 
people and spirits, so called, must be an ethical matter entirely, and must have for its purpose the 
securing of knowledge for the people and not for the individual. Communication of a very high 
order takes place unceasingly. But one of the main reasons why you should not employ a psychic is 
that those who have made it common have commercialized the practice, with the result that 
unfinished intelligences of the lower planes have operated in your seance rooms.

Question: Did Jesus so spiritualize His physical body that he raised it also from the tomb?

Answer: (By Coleridge.) No. He could easily have done so, but the fallacy of such a course is 
extremely apparent. What the disciples saw at the resurrection was his astral or spiritual body, the 
body possessed by each member of the human race, that body in which the soul functions when it 
leaves the physical body. No resurrected physical body would have had the glory of the body beheld 
by His disciples.

Those who have studied the trial of Jesus before Pilate are aware that Pilate hardly knew what to do 
with the accused. He was halting. He hesitated. He asked advice. This was contrary to his usual 
method, which was one of rapid expedition. Pilate was wise enough to know that the great 
personality of Jesus had tremendously impressed the people of his time. Jesus was crucified. Even 
then, Pilate knew not what course to follow.

The body was given to some friends who placed it in some kind of grave — a tomb — and a great 
rock was rolled before the entrance, blocking it up. The darkness that suffused that portion of the 
earth, darkness black as ink in the daytime, the rumblings heard in the earth, and other miraculous 
events, made Pilate and his advisers deeply conscious of something stupendous in the personality of 
the one crucified.

Naturally they said: "If He be the Messiah, His physical body may arise and He live again". So 
secretly, at night, Pilate sent soldiers who removed the body and had it burned so that when 
the disciples and others came to look within the tomb the body was gone.

Question: "What is thought and where does it come from? Is it inspiration?

Answer: (By Coleridge.) Thought emanates from the source of all intelligence, the Divine. 
Inspiration is this thought-energy when it can be made of use and can be employed as an instrument 
of service.

Question: Will you explain the notable departure in the communications of Jesus, as reported in 
The Twentieth Plane: from His epigrammatic style as shown in the Sermon on the Mount?

Answer: (By Coleridge.) The reader will look for epigrams from the Master, but it should be 



remembered that, of all his spoken words, only very few were written down. These survived 
because they were more epigrammatic than His other words. Even the few sayings, which were 
reported, have in some cases been changed by interpolation and elimination, for theological reasons.

Question: In ordinary human experience, thought seems to depend entirely upon the functioning of 
the physical brain. When that organ is seriously diseased or injured, insanity, unconsciousness or 
death ensues. How can it be shown that the individual continues to think after the physical brain, 
because of death, has ceased to function?

Answer: (By Coleridge.) In the physical world, when the physical brain becomes diseased to the 
extent that consciousness is utterly suppressed, it cannot be shown (in the physical world) that the 
soul is functioning in an expression of conscious thought. Neither can it be shown that the soul is 
not deeply at work thinking and realizing in a universe of reality.

If the physical brain is but partially diseased, a rational thought expressed occasionally in an 
intellectual way satisfies the psychologist of the earth plane at once that, granting that there is such 
a thing as the soul, it is functioning in a world of thought.

Oftentimes the extent of the knowledge of the soul is so great that the brain is not equal to its 
required functions, and so collapses. You call this insanity. Often the solitude and seclusion more 
than repays, by its effect upon the evolution of that particular soul, for the physical pain endured by 
the individual and his relatives.

You ask how one in the physical world may be positive of these things. I reply that faith, hope and 
the apparent justice of it all are not deceivers even of the intellectual brain. Faith, hope and justice, 
in every century, have been the only things that have preserved the sanity of the people. Without 
these the human race would have been annihilated long ago.

Question: Is it possible to lengthen human life indefinitely and hold it in eternal youth in order to 
be of service to humanity?

Answer: (By Fra Domenico) The physical must obey the spiritual. If there were necessity for such a 
course, the spiritual could lengthen out forever the days of the physical.

Question: Two personalities, Spinoza and Disraeli, are said to be one ego. How is it they both speak 
to us?

Answer: (By Spinoza.) When the soul becomes a personality in the first instance, it has commenced 
to live a personal identity life. We have learned here on the Twentieth Plane that every soul has 
within its reach the attainment of genius. Further, we have learned that, genius once attained, the 
soul may make, for the purpose of humanitarianism and teaching, not only one physical body visit, 
but many. We know of genius souls that have journeyed back to the earth plane through a hundred 
different physical bodies. I who answer this question, Benedict Spinoza, was reincarnated in 
physical bodies in your world many times. The best known expressions of my ego were as Benedict 
Espinoza and Benjamin Disraeli. It naturally follows that the essential ego can recall for use the old 
earth plane characteristics, so I have come from this plane on occasion as Spinoza and as Disraeli.


